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either at Simla or New Delhi, the same old bitter
complaint is raised about these excessive military
expenses, which so vitally concern the financial
stability of India. But no vote can be taken; for
these things are settled by the British Government,
acting through the Secretary of State in Whitehall.
The members of the Legislature are told that
military matters must be left in the hands of
experts, and that no question connected with
"Defence" can be voted upon in the Legislative
Assembly.
In accordance with this procedure, in February,
1935, tita Commander-m-Chief in India, repre-
senting the Imperial Staff in Great Britain, declared
that the decision had already been taken not to
reduce the number of British troops in India, The
present ratio, he said bluntly, would continue for
fourteen years, which would be the period needed
for the full training of the first batch of Indian
officers. At the end of that period, a fresh review
of the whole situation could be made, but not
before.
This speech, along with other official utterances
of the same character, led to a painful clash m the
House. Since, however, the Army Budget cannot
be voted on, there was no redress. It was impossible
for the elected members, however unanimous they
might be, to propose a vote of "no confidence," or
cut down the military expenses, or reduce the salary
of the official Foreign Secretary: for those things
would have been disallowed by the President. There